
Advancing the Mission 
of the Church during 

Times of Crisis



Welcome

Cande de Leon, Executive Director of Mission Advancement



Opening Prayer

Bishop Thomas J. Olmsted



Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, 
Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas.

We fly to you today as your beloved children.
We ask you to intercede for us with your Son, 

as you did at the wedding in Cana.

Pray for us, loving Mother and gain for our nation and world,
And for all our families and loved ones, 

the protection of your holy angels,
That we may be spared the worst of this illness.

For those already afflicted, 
we ask you to obtain the grace of healing and deliverance.

Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and fearful,
Wipe away their tears and help them to trust



In this time of trial and testing
Teach all of us in the Church to love one another 

and to be patient and kind.
Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land and to our hearts.

We come to you with confidence,
Knowing that you truly are our compassionate mother,

Health of the sick and cause of our joy.

Shelter us under the mantle of your protection,
Keep us in the embrace of your arms,

Help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus.
Amen.



Introductory Remarks

Bishop Thomas J. Olmsted



The Great Commission
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, 
as you go, disciple people in all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey 
everything that I’ve commanded you. And remember, I am with you 

each and every day until the end of the age.”

- Matthew 28:18-20



So what now?

Our priority as a church has to be to advance the mission of the 
church and to bring people to Jesus – now more than ever!



Discipleship

Evangelization

Stewardship

Think through the lens…
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Stewardship – Strengthening 
Relationships

Staff

Ministry Leaders

Key Parishioners



Discipleship – Boldly Growing 
Engagement

The faithful’s relationship with the Church

Think of the Church as a family

Regular Communication

The Pastor and his team are key



Evangelization – Connecting People 
to the Mission

Living the Gospel

Participating in the mission

Building community

Helping people find their place



The Fellowship of Believers

“All the believers were united and shared everything with one another. 
They made it their practice to sell their possessions and goods and to 

distribute the proceeds to anyone who was in need. United in purpose, 
they went to the Temple every day, ate at each other’s homes, and shared 

their food with glad and humble hearts. They were praising God and 
enjoying the good will of all the people. Every day the Lord was adding to 

their number those who were being saved.”

- Acts 2:44-47



How our Family Shares Digitally
Parishes in need of immediate assistance should contact Cande 

de Leon: cdeleon@dphx.org.



Sacramental Life

• Baptism

• Confession

• Eucharist

• Confirmation

• Marriage

• Anointing of the Sick



We need unity!



What’s Next

•Weekly survey

•Parish Crisis Management Advisory Team

•Weekly webinar – next week’s topic: Family

•Weekly message from Bishop

• Engagement managers will be reaching out



Brenda Ayala
bayala@dphx.org

928-451-0718

Sara Mitchell
smitchell@dphx.org

480-580-0707

Martha Gamez
mgamez@dphx.org

602-510-0704

mailto:bayala@dphx.org
mailto:bayala@dphx.org
mailto:bayala@dphx.org


Top 5 Keys for This Week

Establish a way to communicate with parishioners

Develop a social media presence

Communicate with staff daily

Empower ministry leaders

Reach out to 5 parish leaders every day by phone



Questions?

Bishop Thomas J. Olmsted

Fr. David Sanfilippo

Cande de Leon


