
BLESSINGS OF THE CATECHUMENS   
 

95  The blessings of the catechumens are a sign of God's love and of the Church's 
tender care. They are bestowed on the catechumens so that, even though they do 
not as yet have the grace of the sacraments, they may still receive from the Church 
courage, joy, and peace as they proceed along the difficult journey they have begun.     

96   The blessings may be given by a priest, a deacon, or a  qualified catechist appointed 
by the bishop.  The blessings are usually given at the end of a celebration of the 
word; they may also be given at the end of a meeting for catechesis. When there is 
some special need, the blessings may be given privately to individual catechumens.  

 PRAYERS OF BLESSING   

97   The celebrant, with hands outstretched over the catechumens, says one of the 
following prayers.  After the prayer of blessing, if this can be done conveniently, the 
catechumens come before the celebrant, who lays hands on them individually. Then 
the catechumens leave.              

Let us pray,   

OPTION A   

Lord,  form these catechumens by the mysteries of the faith,  that they may be 
brought to rebirth in baptism  and be counted among the members of your Church.   
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

 R. Amen. 


